HELEN

so much more luxurious than any home, liberty not only so
sweet but so fashionable, that their policy, their maxim, is,
4 Marry not at all, or if marriage be ultimately necessary to
pay debts and leave heirs to good names, many as late as
possible'; and thus the two parties with their opposite in-
terests stand at bay, or try to outwit or outbargain each other.
And if you wish for the moral of the whole affair, here it is :
from the vulgar nursery-maids, with their broad sense and bad
English, and the good or bad French of the governess, to the
elegant innuendo of the drawing-room, all is working to the
same effect; dancing-masters, music-masters, and all the tribe,
what is it all for, but to prepare young ladies for the grand
event; and to raise in them, besides the natural, a factitious,
an abstract idea of good in being married ? Every girl in these
days is early impressed with the idea that she must be married,
that she cannot be happy unmarried. Here is an example of
what I meant the other day by strength of mind; it requires
some strength of mind to be superior to such a foolish, vain,
and vulgar belief.'

' It will require no great strength of mind in me,J said
Helen, f for I really never have formed such notions. They
never were early put into my head; my uncle always said a
woman might be very happy unmarried. I do not think I shall
ever be seized with a terror of dying an old maid.'

< You are not come to the time yet, my dear,' said Lady
Davenant, smiling. ' Look at Lady Katrine ; strength of mind
on this one subject would have saved her from being a prey to
envy, and jealousy, and all the vulture passions of the mind.

' In the old French regime] continued Lady Davenant, c the
young women were at least married safely out of their con-
vents ; but our young ladies, with their heads full of high-flown
poetry and sentimental novels, are taken out into the world
before marriage, expected to see and not to choose, shown the
most agreeable, and expected, doomed, to marry the most
odious. But, in all these marriages for establishment, the
wives who have least feeling are not only likely to be the
happiest, but also most likely to conduct themselves well. In
the first place, they do not begin with falsehood. If they have
no hearts, they cannot pretend to give any to the husband, and
that is better than having given them to somebody else. Husband
and wife, in this case, clearly understand the terms of agree-
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